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IkBSTRIiCT 

As part of an adninistrators* workshop^ participants 
responded to a questionnaire dealing with knowledge and awareness of 
the new social studies. One year later a follovup questionnaire 
assessed recent activities toward knowledge, awareness* and 
iapleaentation. I coaparison of results on the guestionnaires for the 
extent of use of five national curriculua projects showed a marked 
increase in usage, Pollowup assessaents also showed an increased 
faalliarity with the Social Science Education Consortiua's curriculua 
Materials Analysis System (CHAS) , The Educational Resources 
Information Center Clearinghouse for Social Studies (ERlC/ChESS) , and 
the Social Studies Curriculua Guidelines developed by the National 
council for the Social Studies. When asked about general attitudes 
toward the workshop, new information gained, and iapressions of 
workshop activities, the participants were egually positive in the 
posttest and followup. When queried about dissemination activities 
and iapleaentation of new curriculum, 14 out of 18 of the 
administrators indicated positive activities in the followup 
questionnaire. The results indicated that the workshop had a positive 
and lasting impact on administrators' knowledge of and attitudes 
toward the new social studies. <Author/DE) 
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BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCriON 



The Secondary Administrators* Social Science Conference 
was held at the Saint Ros^ College from Tuesday » June 19 ^ 
through Tuesday, June 26, 1973, The overall purpose of the 
conference was "to upgrade the level of knowledge nf new 
social science curricula and of new methods of social science 
instruction*' (Herlihy, 1972) » Parallel objectives of the 
conference were ''to develop a background in the *new social 
studies,* in needs assessment, in curricula analysis, and 
in implementation practices and procedures** (Herlihy, 1972), 
Specifically, the secondary curricula included in the new 
methods in the social sciences were the follo^*ring: 

1. Anthropology Curriculum Study Project 

2. Sociological Resources for the Socif>l Studies 

3. High School Geography Project 

4. American Political Behavior 

5. Man : A Course of Study 

In order to assess the participant *s knowledge of the 
new social studies, selected curriculum materials, data 
sources ^ and overall attitudes toward the workshop; a quest- 
ionnaire was devised and administered on the last day of the 
workshop* Responses were tabulated and repcrted for all 
conference participants (N -20) • 

A second device, which asked most of the same questions 
but also asked for overall attitudes about the workshop and 
activities related to implementntion, was mailed to conference 
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participants In April - May of 197A. Responses vere tab- 
ulated and reported for all questionnaires received In the 
mailed follow-up (N = 18). 

This report abstract presents comparative data on 
participant attitudes from the post-conference questionnaire, 
and mailed foliox^-up relative to stated project cbjectives. 



RESULTS 

The first area assessed by the questionnaires asked 
the confersnco participants to indicate on a five point scale 
(not at all to throughout the system'^ the extent to vhich the 
five cuirlcula were being used in their schools. The responses 
are summarized in Table 1. 

Tabl © 1 

EXTi^i\T TO 'WHICH GUHRIGULA AH£ 
B£I^^G US£D IN PARTI CIPAI'JT ' S SCHOOLS 











Five 


Point 


Scale 






Area 




1 


2 


? ... 








Anthropology Curriculum 
Study Project 


Posv 
Follow-up 


13 
10 


3 
4 


2 
3 


1 
1 


1 

0 


2. 


Sociological Resources 
for the Social Sciences 


Post 
Follow-up 


14 

S 


5 
5 


1 

2 


0 

2 


0 
0 


3. 


Geography in an Urban 
Age 


Post 
Follow-up 


14 
10 


4 
4 


0 

2 


2 
1 


0 
0 


4. 


American Political 
Behavior 


Post 
Follow-up 


13 

6 


6 

5 


1 

3 


0 
2 


0 
0 


5. 


Kan: A Course of Study 


Post 
Follow-up 


13 
10 


3 


3 

3 


0 

1 


1 
1 


The 


five point scale vas: 1 


, not at all 




in one or 


two 
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classes; 3, In about half of the schools and classes; 4, 
In a majority of the schools and clai^ses; 5» throughout tht 
system* The figures In Table 1 sho'^^ rather conclusively 
that these curricula were not in \/ide use in participant's 
schools. The follov-up data sho-^s a rather marked decrease 
In the n ot at all category, vith a trend Ir o*:her areas 
that \«)uld seem to suggest that: more of the participant's 
schools are now either using or investigating these curricula. 

The data summarized in Table 2 asks participants to what 
extent they were familiar with the three curriculum materiali- 
analysis systems. 



Table 2 

FAKILIARITY WITH CURHIGULUK OTijRIALS ANALYSIS 3Y3T£2y: 

Five Point Scale 
1 g ~ ^? 




Sociel Studies Consortium 
Currlculun Analysis oys*>ein3 

Klchaelis Cur. Iculuai 
Materials Analysis System 

Indiana Council for the 
Social Studies Kodification 
of the Social Studies Cqn- 
sortium Curriculum Analysis 
System 



Post 2 1 1 13 

Follow-up 0 0-2 12 

Post 2 6 4 7 

Follow-up 2 5 4 . 6 



Post 10 2 9 
Follow-up 2136 



3 
4 

1 
1 



8 
6 



Familiarity with these three systems was one objective of 
conference. The following five point scale was used: 

1, Very unfemillar 

2. Unfarailiar 

3, Uncertain 

4. Familiar 

5>. Very familiar 
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Th^ participant's xatlnBS differ only sllRhtly from the post- 
assesstnent to the follow-up assessment on these three items. 
However, on the Social Studies Consortiu;^ Curriculum Analysis 
Syatems item, participants show an Increased level of fam- 
iliarity vlth these materials a. compared to the post-conference 

The data shown in Table 3 asked participants to rate 
the extent to which selected categories were likely to be 
major categories in a curriculum materials analysis system. 



Table 5 

r:XTa\^T TO 'WHICH ;5^LiGTi.L KJ^^OB. CATi.aOHIli3_ ^ vct. 
i^R" LIKiiLy TO 3^ l.iCLUD^r; IN ^ CUKKICULUM rJ»TiRIiii.o ^«ALXSI,> 



Flvo Point Ccale 

2 5 i 



Rationale 



?ost 11 3 0 2 



(1) Follov/-\ip 9 2 1 ^ P 

Objectives Post 12 ^ ? ' o 1 

(1) Follow-iip 9 3 -L 

Costs Post 5 5 i ? 4 

(1) Follow-up 9 0^1'* 

l.earnln£ Theory Post 



(4) Follow-up 3 5 1 •> 

if 

Teachln£ Post 11 1 J: | l 

Strategies Follow-up 12 2 O ^ w 

Tests for Post ? I ? 4 

Students Follow-up 0 10 ^ a 

JL2JL 



Participants responded on the five point scale below: 

1, Very Xreo.uently 

2, Frequently 
5. Uncertain 

4. Infrcquuntly 

3, Very infrequently 
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Th<5 r«japouiicG of expert Jud. -r .« . Ivu'n In pnrenthonos in 
the tablo undor oach ltom» Tho Ocaa auiriffiarlzed In the table 
aiffc^ra only ellfc^htly, whc^ Ur..r roat assessment or follov-up 
astiesi^iaent Is exaialned, T^vo excerptions; however, of Teach- 
ing 3tratG£le3 and Test for otu'-v-nts, changed markedly In 
the direction cf expert orli^il- ^J^e follow-up assessment. 

The data In Table 4 w.-in used to assess the extent to 
which participants were ffu lliar with certain data sources 
for Social Studies Education. 



Table 4 

V;iTH DATA -SGURCSS 



Five Point Scale 
g> 4 



Review of Social Studies 
Projects In Social £duca '- 
tlo n Issues (April, 1970 
and Kov., 1972) 

ooclal StuQi.es Curriculum 
I'laterlals Lata 3ook 

Handbook of Research on 
Teaching (Ch. 29 » 2nd 
Edition) 

Social Studies £duratlonal 
Gonsortlum 

Social Studies Curriculum 
Guidelines, developed toy 
KCS3 Taskforce, in Sooial 
Ed ucation issue (Dec, 

19717: 



5 

3 



1 

2 



1 

2 



8 7 Post 
5 6 Follow-up 



2 


1 


1 


12 


4 


Post 


0 


1 


2 


11 


4 


Follow-up 


5 


5 


2 


6 


2 


Post 


0 


2 


.5 


5 


8 


Follow-up 


5 


7 


12 


3 


3 


Post 


1 


5 


7 


3 


2 


Follow-up 


2 


3 


1 


11 


3 


Post 


1 


2 


2 


9 


4 


Follow-up 


1 


2 




10 


5 


Post 


0 


0 


2 


9 


7 


Follow-up 
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Xho rollo\ane five point ;.cnle ^s'as oinployod: 

1. Very uiifaislllar 

2. Unfaicilinr 

3. Uncertain 

4. Familiar 

5. Very familiar 

A very clear upward trend waa noted in the two aroao of: 

and 

2, Social Studies Curriculum Guidelines, 
developed by the NCSS taskforce. 

ouch a trend vould appear to suggest that these data sources 

were being used or investigated by participants between the 

post and follow-up assessments; perhaps, more so than other 

data sources surveyed* 

The post-conference and follov-up questionnaires also 
contained nine stateiients used to examine overall participant 
reactions to the workshop. 

The first four questions ackod the pcrtlclpants the 
aiLOunt of new information they gained relative to new social 
science curricula, ne^?ds assessment, curricula materials an- 
alysis, and inplementation practice and procedure. The 
participants' responses show very little difference between 
post-assessment and follow-up assessment, although responses 
are still generally positive. 

statements five through nine asked for participant 
ratings on various Information related to their impressions 
of the workshop activities. On statements five and nine, 
the participants' ratings show a trend toward positive 
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OVrJlt'iLL R^ACTIOK TO Tilii V.'OHKCHOP 



Statosicnt 



Five folnt r.calo ^ 
1 d i ^ 3 



1. Tho amount of new Information 
(cicilla) I ^avo r:alnod rolatlvo 
to now BOclal science curricula 
v/aa 

2. The amount of new Infornjatlon 
(nkllla) I have gained relative 
to needs assessm&nt was 

3. The amount of new Information 
(nkllls) I have c^^li^^^cl relative 
to ourrlculua ir.averlals analysis 
was 

4. The amount of new Information 
(skills) I have gained relative 
to Ip-nl omen tat Ion practice a nd 

5. The o::tent to vhlch I will 
probably tice this Infor-^.atlon 
(technique or 5 kill) is 

6. The possibility that i:ome of 
the now social science curri- 
cula will be used in schools 
with which I am associated is 

7* In terms of professional im- 



5. The extent to which this A-^ork- 
rhop has prepared me to r.ake 
currlculuni decisions has been 

9, Conparea to other workshops I 
have attended, this workshop 
has been 



0 1 5 5 9 FOv^t 
0 18 5 4 Follov-up 

14 9 4 3 Post 
12 8 5 2 Follow-up 
2 119 7 Post 

02925 rOllOV.'-Up 

02765 Post 
2 2 7 3^ Follow-up 

00369 Poet 

0 0 1 7 10 Follow-up 

1 1 1 5 12 Post 
02556 FollOK-up 



0 


2 


1 


6 


11 


Post 


0 


1 


3 


7 


7 


Follow-up 


1 


0 


4 


9 


6 


Post 


0 


2 


5 


7 


6 


Foil ov;- up 


0 


2 


3 


6 


9 


Post 


0 


0 


7 


5 


6 


Follow-up 



.cale - Items 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 - i.inlsal/averaGe/considerable 

Item 5 - never/occasionally/froquently 

Item 6 - sllm/avorace/creat 

Item 9 - not LtiTiUlatine/averat-e/stlmulatinc 
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rc&otlons rv5lfit<>d to tho ui:o of Inforinatlon pi-acuntod at the 
confcrc'iice, and i^onorul co?aparlson of this workiihop to others. 

In addition to the Eore formal ratings, participants 
Vers ackud to rcepond to two opon-onded questions on the 
follov«up quoatlonnalre, Tho croas assessed vero Intended 
to provide dlroet Information relatod to specific dlsaeiainatlon 
or liaplementatlon. The first question was: 

1. Please describe any Informational or dissemination 
activities that you conducted on "new social science' 
materials or other related Information as a result of 
the rtdnlnlstrator»s Conference, (meetlnss, currlculuai 
committees, study eroups, reports, visits, materials, 
inforjnatlon sources, basic documents, etc.) 

curriculum coinmittoe 
departnental presentations 

X2 InBcrvice classes for teachers 
spoke with all eocira Gtucles teachers 
presented at social studies curriculuin Jneetines 
complete docu:nentation of all conference icaterials 

to tutchers 
inscrvice of two currlculuni projects 
using I'JiCOS on an experimental basis 
:r.atGrials presented to all social studies teachers 
conforonce* materials rccosniended to Board 
revaaping all social studies programs In our school 
iffiplecented Arterican Folitlcel Behavior 
used caterials at teacher workshops 
none « on leave of absence 
none 
none 
none 

The Second question was: 

2. Please describe any implementation efforts for this 
year, or plans or budgeted efforts for next year, 
relative to the above five curricula (or other curricula). 
trials , Pilots . uge of part of one or no re of the curricula 

inplementation of rTOoeraphy into Freshmen classes 

Jimerican Folltical Behavior now belnc used 

Anerlcan Political Behavior ijnplemented In 11th grade 
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MACOS being UGcd rv5 a pilot project 
pilot atudy of all projocta for irapleisuntatlon 
j5GXt yoar 

Ffittcrns of HiUuan History ordorod by teachers 

luivo Imnlcmontod Goot:rr.i")hy in an Urban Ago 

applioat\on for follov.'-up flndo to aid dlaauitilnetion 

uone niatorirvla have boon purchased for study 

purchasod all conference materials for our library 

proposal made to Board of Education 

purchacGd units on Geo(£rr.phy 

nono - leave of ab nonce 

none 

none 

noiie 

none 

none 
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